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MEDIA RELEASE 
Sydney sets new GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ title as 1,200 

business leaders unite at ICC Sydney, BNI Global Convention 2025 

Sydney, Friday November 21, 2025: BNI® (Australia) has set a new GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORDS™ title for the most people attending a business speed networking event after 
1108 business leaders took part in the world’s largest business speed networking event at 
the International Convention & Exhibition Centre (ICC) Sydney last night. 

The record was confirmed on-site by official GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ 
adjudicator Brian Sobel, following a tightly timed networking session held as part of the BNI® 
Global Convention, which has drawn more than 2,000 delegates from 76 countries to Sydney 
this week (18–22 November). 

JCI Limburg, a young-entrepreneurs organisation in Belgium, set the previous record for the 
title in 2014, with 1068 participants. 

BNI’s Global Convention, held in Australia for the first time, is expected to generate more 
than $10 million for the NSW economy and has placed a global spotlight on Australia’s 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

Frederick Marcoux, CEO & National Director of BNI Australia, said the world record was a 
defining moment for the organisation. 

“Bringing more than 1,200 people together and officially setting a world record shows what 
can happen when collaboration is the default,” said Mr Marcoux. 

“This achievement belongs to our members. They’ve demonstrated on a global stage that 
human connection still drives business in a way that technology can’t replace.” 

The Convention brings together business owners, entrepreneurs and industry leaders for five 
days of learning, professional development and structured referral networking under BNI’s 
long-standing philosophy of Givers Gain®. 

BNI Global CEO Mary Kennedy Thompson said the record reflected the organisation’s 
culture of trust and support. 

“From micro businesses to multinational leaders, our members show up for one another,” Ms 
Thompson said. “Setting a GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ title together is a powerful 
reminder of what shared purpose looks like.” 

MEDIA RELEASE: BNI Global Convention 2025: GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS®  



 

MEDIA RELEASE: BNI Global Convention 2025: GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS®  

 

2 

BNI Founder Dr Ivan Misner, often called the Father of Modern Networking, also attended 
the Convention, sharing insights from 40 years of research and real-world practice in 
relationship-based business growth. 

 

Why It Matters 

• The successful record attempt united business owners from every continent in a 
single event that highlighted the role of trust-based referrals in economic resilience. 

• BNI Members worldwide generated more than AUD$39 billion in new business for 
one another in the past year. 

• BNI Australia’s 7,000 Members alone referred over AUD$700 million in business 
through its structured weekly meetings. 

• The Sydney event is now the largest face-to-face business speed networking event 
ever verified by GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS™ 

“AI may be reshaping the workplace, but events like this prove that people still do business 
with people,” Mr Marcoux said.  

Event Details 

BNI Global Convention 2025 
18–22 November | Darling Harbour Theatre, ICC Sydney, Darling Harbour 

GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS®  
Title achieved: Most people attending a business speed networking event, 20 November 
2025, 5 pm 

For more information, click here.   

About Business Network International (BNI) 

BNI® (Business Network International) is the world’s largest business networking organisation, 
helping business owners and professionals build structured, positive and professional referral 
networks that generate new business through personal relationships. BNI has more than 345,000 
Members across 76 countries worldwide. To learn more or to visit a local BNI chapter, visit 
www.bni.com.au. 

Media Contact: 
Holly Reynolds, Managing Director, Left Field Communications 
P: 0409 462 112 
E: holly@leftfield.com.au 
Proud founding member of Sydney’s BNI CBD Corporate (2003), and current chapter President. 
 


